




 

Appendix–I  (Model Course Framework) 

Course Title : Research and Publication Ethics 

Course Category : Compulsory (Ph.D. Coursework) 

Credits : 2 

Course Structure : Theory 

Course Learning Outcomes 

On completion of the course, the research scholar shall be able to: 

1. Explain the principles of research integrity and ethical scholarly conduct. 
2. Identify various forms of research and publication misconduct. 
3. Apply authorship norms, citation ethics, and conflict-of-interest guidelines. 
4. Use plagiarism detection tools and journal evaluation tools responsibly. 
5. Interpret research metrics with due caution and responsibility. 

Pedagogy  

 Lectures 
 Guided discussions 
 Hands-on sessions 
 Case analysis 
 Assignments/seminars 

Assessment  

 Assessment shall include continuous evaluation and course-endexamination as 
prescribed by the concerned Board of Studies in accordance with University norms. 

(Note to Boards of Studies: The Boards may suitably enrich the contents to reflect 
disciplinary requirements and emerging developments. However, the prescribed course 
title, credit (2), and compulsory status shall remain unchanged.) 

Unit-wise Course Content  

Unit I:  Philosophy, Ethics and Scientific Conduct 

 Introduction to Philosophy: definition, nature, scope, concepts and branches 
 Ethics: definition and moral reasoning 
 Ethics in science and research 
 Intellectual honesty and research integrity 
 Research misconducts: Fabrication, falsification and plagiarism (FFP) 
 Redundant publication (duplicate/overlapping publications, salami slicing) 
 Selective reporting and misrepresentation of data 

Unit II:  Publication Ethics and Misconduct 

 Meaning and importance of publication ethics 
 Best practice guidelines (COPE, WAME, etc.) 
 Authorship and contributorship 
 Conflicts of interest 
 Publication misconducts: definition, causes, consequences and types.  
 Violation of publication ethics 
 Retraction policies and correction mechanisms in scholarly publishing. 
 



 Identification of publication misconduct 
 Complaints and appeals 
 Predatory journals and publishers 
 Subject-specific ethical issues and case studies 

Unit III: Open Access and Scholarly Communication Tools 

 Open Access Publishing Models and Supporting Platforms: Gold, Green, 
Hybrid models; SHERPA/RoMEO, DOAJ, arXiv, SSRN, and self-archiving 
practices. Journal finder and journal suggestion tools 

 Tools for Identifying and Verifying Predatory Journals: Cabells Predatory 
Reports, Beall’s List, and whitelist/indexing platforms such as Directory of 
Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Scopus Source List, and Journal Citation 
Reports (JCR). 

 Plagiarism detection software: tools, limitations, and responsible 
interpretation of similarity reports 

 Good citation practices and responsible scholarly writing 

Unit IV:  Databases and Research Metrics 

 a. Databases 
   Indexing databases 
   Citation databases (Web of Science, Scopus, etc.) 

 b. Research Metrics 
   Journal Impact Factor and Journal Citation Reports 
   SNIP, SJR, IPP, CiteScore 
   Author metrics: h-index, g-index, i10-index 
   Introduction to altmetrics 
   Responsible use and limitations of metrics 
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