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About the Topic

ChatGPT Is undoubtedly the flavor of the times. Not a single day passes

without some media headlines about its power and potential and the dangers
that lurk around the use of ChatGPT. It is not without reason. ChatGPT (Chat
Generative Pre-Trained Transformer) is a large language model-hased
chatbot developed by OpenAl and launched on November 30, 2022; it is
grabbing so much attention because it is free and can generate an answer to
almost any question it is asked. ChatGPT or Generative artificial intelligence
(A1) are algorithms that can create new content—audio, code, images, text,
simulations, and videos. Rapid advancements in the field have and will
drastically change how we approach content creation, including academic
writing. One can unleash the power of generative Al and see what unique
creations one can come up with.

The technology that drives ChatGPT is Large Language Models (LLMs).
LLMs are recent advances in deep learning models working on human
languages. They are characterized by emergent properties enabled by their
large size and ability to perform a variety of natural language processing
(NLP) tasks, such as generating and classifying text, answering questions
conversationally, and translating text from one language to another. They are
built with artificial neural networks, (pre-)trained using self-supervised
learning and semi-supervised learning, typically containing tens of millions to
billions of weights. The label “large” comes from the number of values
(parameters) the language model can change autonomously as it learns.
Some of the most successful LLMs have hundreds of billions of parameters.

Academic/scholarly writing communicates ideas, information, and research to
the broader academic community and is the most critical ability in academic
contexts. Academic writing is usually categorized into two types—student
and expert. It is also the most challenging skill for most students to master.
Both types of academic writing (student and expert) have the same features
and are expected to adhere to the same standards and processes. It is a
difficult task that requires clarity, precision, and rigor. It also involves much
research, analysis, and synthesis of information from various sources. '




“Artificial intelligence can assist in several aspects of academic work. It can
Tprocess and analyze large amounts of data; perform a comprehensive
literature review by searching and summarizing relevant papers and articles;
help optimize the design of experiments; and assist in writing reports.
ChatGPT can help in generating ideas and hypotheses; finding relevant
literature; citation management; writing essays with the requisite tonality and
reader engagement, along with comments and feedback.

In this talk, | will take the audience through the workflow, processes, and
standards of academic writing and then demonstrate how one can use
ChatGPT as a virtual assistant to overcome writer's block and turbocharge to
enhance the speed and effectiveness of academic writing. The talk will also
provide a brief overview of the technologies, such as LLMs, that are driving
the Generative Al, such as ChatGPT, and how one could deploy this
incredible tool to enhance the quality of academic writing without
compromising on ethics and integrity of academic work.

About the Speaker

Dr. Shalini R Urs is an internationally recognized academic who began her academic
career forty-five years ago. She joined the University of Mysore as a faculty member
in Library and Information Science in 1976. She is an institution builder whose
brainchild is the International School of Information Management (www.isim.ac.in)—
the first Information School in India, as an autonomous constituent unit of the
University of Mysore in 2005 with funding from the Ford Foundation. She also led
the founding of the MYRA School of Business (www.myra.ac.in) in 2012.

he'tas served as a UNESCO expert several times in the last 25 years and was commissioned
onduct many studies in the last twenty years. Her contributions have won her several

She is currently a Board member of the Gooru India Foundation (https://gooru.org/about/team).
She is actively involved in implementing the Gooru Learning Platform in India and building the
Indian Learning Collective.

Dr. Shalini Urs is the Associate Editor of Information Matters (https://informationmatters.org/), a
digital-only communication open forum for information science sponsored by the Association for
Information Science & Technology (ASIS&T). She conceptualized and hosts a video podcast
series called InfoFire, a fireside chat series interviewing intemationally acclaimed researchers
and experts, and has so far published 15 episodes (https:/informationmatters.org/infofire/).

She was a Fulbright scholar and a visiting professor at the Department of Computer Science,
Virginia Tech, the USA, during 2000 - 2001; an adjunct faculty at the International Institute of
Information Technology, Bangalore (IlITB) during 2005-2007; and a visiting professor at the
Documentation Research and Training Centre, Indian Statistical Institute, Bangalore during
1998 and 1999.

Passionate and dedicated to digital scholarship, she has led many digital initiatives in India. She
pioneered the Electronic Theses and Dissertations Movement in India in 2000 and won the
Microsoft Grant for implementing UNICODE for Indian Languages in 2003. She won the Adobe
Leadership Award in 2004. She conceptualized and developed the Vidyanidhi Digital Library
and eScholarship portal (www.vidyanidhi.org.in) in 2000 with funding from the Govemment of
India, which became a national initiative with further funding from the Ford Foundation. She
built an online digital library in 2000, much before the digital era captured the imagination in
India.

As an information scientist, Dr. Shalini Urs takes a 360-degree view of information and has
researched issues ranging from the theoretical foundations of information sciences to
Informatics. Her research areas include eLearning and digital libraries, Ontology Development,
and Social Network Analysis. She has published nearly 200 papers in interational journals and
peer-reviewed conference proceedings by Springer, Emerald, and others.

Dr. Shalini Urs has won many awards—including the Adobe-NDLTD - Leadership Award in
2004 and; Emerald Research Fund Award 2007-08. She was awarded the Mortenson
Distinguished Lecturer 2010 by the University of llinois Urbana Champaign, USA. She was
conferred with the Women Leadership Award by Dewang Mehta Business School in 2014 and
the Education Evangelist Award of India by Skill Tree Foundation in 2015 for her outstanding
contribution to higher education.
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ChatGPT reduces the language ability and critical thinking of
students and academicians

Prof. Shalini R. Urs, former Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Mysore,
addressed the gathering during a collaborative special lecture on "ChatGPT and Academic Writing."
The event, organized jointly by the Departments of Library and Information Science, Journalism and
Mass Communication, English, and Computer Science, took place at Vijnana Bhavana,
Manasagangotri of the University of Mysore. Attendees included a large number of students,
researchers, faculty, and staff.

Prof. Shalini R. Urs discussed the captivating topic of "ChatGPT and Academic Writing" during her
presentation. She emphasized the growing prominence of ChatGPT, an Al chatbot developed by
OpenAl, capable of generating responses to diverse questions. The technology's swift emergence and
ability to create various content types, including text, images, and code, have captured attention,
transforming content creation, including academic writing.

Prof. Urs detailed the underpinning technology driving ChatGPT—Large Language Models (LLMs).
These models, driven by large-scale artificial neural networks, excel in natural language processing
tasks, like text generation and classification. With billions of parameters, LLMs display remarkable
capabilities.

Academic writing, vital for scholarly communication, was explored by Prof. Urs. She discussed the two
types: student and expert academic writing, both demanding precision, research, and clarity. Prof. Urs
highlighted Al's potential in enhancing academic tasks, including data analysis, literature review, and
experiment design optimization. ChatGPT, specifically, can assist in generating ideas, managing
citations, and refining essay writing.
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The talk not only elucidated the academic writing process but also showcased ChatGPT's role as a
virtual assistant to boost efficiency. Prof. Urs stressed the ethical use of Al tools to elevate academic



writing while upholding integrity and ethics.

During his presidential speech, Prof. Muzaffer H. Assadi of the Department of Political Science and In-
Charge Chairman of Department of English emphasized that society should make the most of the
advantages presented by Al. However, there are clear and evident threats that have already surfaced in
our communities. Al technology has the potential to create a division within society, categorizing
individuals into those who possess Al-related advantages and those who do not.

The impact of Al on our existing civilization, which centers around human affairs, is compared to the
solemn toll of a death bell. The power of Al is so immense that it is being likened to a new revolution,
emerging subsequent to the scientific revolution that shaped our world. Nevertheless, this technological
advance comes with adverse effects, particularly in the job market and for the workforce.

The commencement of Al-based news anchoring is merely the initial stage of a much larger
transformation. It represents just a small fraction of the changes that Al is bringing to various sectors.
This shift has been acknowledged as the tip of the iceberg, implying that there is much more to uncover
beneath the surface.

Prof. Assadi issued a cautionary piece of advice to students. He stressed the importance of using
ChatGPT, and similar Al tools, judiciously and with careful consideration. This counsel stems from the
understanding that while Al can be a powerful tool, it also requires responsible handling to navigate its
potential drawbacks and unintended consequences.

Prof. N.S. Harinarayana, Chairman of the Department of Library and Information Science, led
discussions on the topic by delving into the controversy surrounding ChatGPT and Academic Writing”.
He highlighted the clash between traditional academic methods and advanced Al technology,
addressing the potential impact of ChatGPT on the authenticity of academic writing. Prof.
Harinarayana noted concerns about reduced critical thinking, blurring of human and machine-generated
content, and ethical considerations. He emphasized the importance of balancing technological progress
with the integrity of scholarly endeavors.




Prof. H.S.Nagendraswamy, Chairman, Department of Studies in Computer Science, Prof. Sapna M.S.,
Chairman, Department of Studies in Journalism and Mass Communication and Prof. Chandrashekara
M from the Department of Studies in Library and Information Science were among the attendees.
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Ethical usage of ChatGPT can
aid academics, learning

Special lecture on OpenAl’s tool and its impact on academic writing, limitations

Mysuru, Aug. 21 (PM&BCT)-
ChatGPT has the potential to
revolutionise the realms of edu-
cation, research and academia
owing to its advanced natural
language processing capabil-
ities, according to the insights
shared by Prof. Shalini R. Urs,
former Professor of Library and
Information Science at the Uni-
versity of Mysore.

She was speaking recently at
a special lecture titled ‘ChatGPT
and Academic Writing' jointly
organised by the Departments
of Library and Information Sci-
ence, Journalism and Mass
Communication, English, and
Computer Science at Vijnana
Bhavana, Manasagangothri.

In her lecture, Prof. Shalini
Urs raised awareness about the
potential influence of ChatGPT,
an Al chatbot created by Ope-
nAl. This chatbot is proficient in
generating responses to diverse
inquiries and has gamered at-
tention due to its rapid emer-
gence and multifaceted content
creation capabilities encom-
passing text, images and code.
She highlighted the transform-
ative effect on content creation,
including academic writing, facil-
itated by this technology.

The core technology that pro-
pels ChatGPT is the concept
of Large Language Models
(LLMs). These models, powered
by extensive artificial neural

Prof. Shalini R. Urs, former Professor of Library and Information Science at the University of Mysore, delivering a lecture at Vijnana
Bhavana In Manasagangothri Campus here recently. Picture right shows a section of audience.

networks, excel in tasks related
to natural language processing,
such as generating text and per-
forming classification. Leverag-
ing billions of parameters, LLMs
exhibit remarkable capabilities.
Prof. Shalini Urs delved into
the realm of academic writing,
a critical component of scholarly
communication. She elucidated
the two distinct types: Student
and expert academic writing,
both necessitating precision, re-
search and lucidity. The poten-
tial of Al in enhancing academic
tasks, including data analysis,
literature review and experiment
design and optimisation was un-
derscored. Notably, ChatGPT

Two-day saree expo begins

ul

has the capacity to aid in idea
generation, citation manage-
ment and essay refinement.
The presentation not only de-
mystified the academic writing
process but also underscored
the role of ChatGPT as a virtual
assistant for amplifying efficien-
cy. Prof. Shalini Urs emphasised
the ethical utilisation of Al tools
to augment academic writing
endeavours while upholding in-
tegrity and ethical standards.
During his keynote speech,
Prof. Muzaffar H. Assadi from
the Department of Political Sci-
ence and In-Charge Chairman
of the Department of English,
underlined the imperative of
harnessing the advantages of-
fered by Al for societal progress.
However, he cautioned against
the evident threats that have
emerged within communities.
Prof. Assadi pointed out that
Al has the potential to exacer-
bate societal divisions, creating
a dichotomy between individu-
als with Al-related advantages

and those without.

The impact of Al on exist-
ing civilisation, which revolves
around human affairs, has been
likened to the solemn toll of a fu-
neral bell. The power of Al is so
immense that it's being equated
to a new revolution, succeeding
the scientific revolution that has
shaped our world.

Nevertheless, this techno-
logical leap is accompanied
by adverse effects, particular-
ly concerning the job market
and workforce. The advent of
Al-driven news anchoring is
just the initial phase of a much
broader transformation. It rep-
resents a mere fraction of the
changes Al is poised to bring to
diverse sectors,

This transition is often re-
ferred to as the tip of the ice-
berg, implying that there's a
substantial depth of change ly-
ing beneath the surface. Prof.
Assadi provided a prudent piece
of advice to students, stress-
ing the judicious and thoughtful

use of ChatGPT and similar Al
tools. This counsel stems from
the recognition that while Al can
be a potent asset, it requires re-
sponsible handling to navigate
potential pitfalls and unintended
consequences.

Prof. N.S. Harinarayana,
Chairman of the Department
of Library and Information Sci-
ence, facilitated the discussion
and shed light on the clash
between traditional academic
methods and advanced Al tech-
nology, addressing concemns
about the potential impact of
ChatGPT on the authenticity of
academic writing.

The event also saw partici-
pation from Prof. H.S. Nagen-
draswamy, Chairman of the
Department of Studies in Com-
puter Science, Prof. M.S. Sap-
na, Chairman of the Department
of Studies in Journalism and
Mass Communication and Prof.
M. Chandrashekara from the
Department of Studies in Library
and Information Science.
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