INDIAN COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
RESEARCH PROJECTS (SPONSORED)

GUIDELINES

1.General

1.1 This programme of Research Projects (Sponsored) is a series of research
projects conducted simultaneously or sequentially on themes of critical
significance and priority, as notified by the ICSSR from time to time.

1.2 The ICSSR expects that these research themes will develop new understanding
and insight on the issues which is likely to become bench mark in terms of
concept, theory, methodology and research outcomes.

1.3 Such research studies will be commissioned by the ICSSR to identified experts
and research Institutions in a desired theme.

1.4 An institution/group of institutions, individual scholar of eminence or a group
of scholars interested in carrying out a programme of research on any theme
notified by ICSSR under this programme, having necessary facilities and
expertise, may submit a proposal thereon to the ICSSR.

1.5 The extent and scope of these studies are expected to be more extensive and
financial outlays will also be higher as compared to normal responsive project
grants.

1.6 Given the scale and nature of research under sponsored program, the ICSSR
expects that the research will ordinarily be inter-disciplinary and that researchers
from different disciplines will constitute a team. Research teams may consist of
more than one Department/centre/institute. In some cases, individual
researchers/Institutes may also be considered

2.Eligibility for Award

2.1 Proposals considered under Sponsored Research may be solicited by the
ICSSR on the recommendations of an Expert Committee, identifying the thrust
areas and researchers with appropriate expertise to take up the study.
Alternatively, applications may be sought from eminent social scientist/
institutions to send proposals to the ICSSR. In either of the above cases, the
prescribed application form will have to be submitted to the ICSSR for further



financial and administrative processing.

2.1.1 Priority consideration will be given to proposals forwarded by
organisations/Institutions funded by Central/State Government. Only outstanding
proposals from privately (not funded by Central/State Government) social science
research institutions will also be considered.

2.2 Separate allocation of Project Grant shall be made for the SC/ST candidates as
per allocations made in the ICSSR Plan Grant. To achieve physical and financial
targets under these categories, relaxations in the guidelines may be permitted, as
required.

3.How to apply

3.1 All applications for financial grant have to be made on the prescribed
application form for Research Projects (Sponsored), as attached with these
guidelines, along with all the following annexures and enclosures:-

Annexure-I Abstract of the Project Proposal on the Prescribed Format
Annexure-II Brief Academic CVv of applicant/s
Annexure-111  Full Length Research Project Proposal

Annexure-IV  Duly Attested .SC/ST/OBC/PH certificate, if applicable
Annexure-V  Institutional Profile for Applications forwarded by Non-Public
funded Institutions, as per prescribed format

3.2 All application forms have to be submitted by post forwarding copy of the
proposal, which must be duly forwarded on the prescribed format of the
application form with signatures and seal of the Head of the Institution from where
the project grant IS to be financially administered.

4. Duration and Financial Allocation

4.1 Normally a Sponsored Study will be required to be completed in two years,
resulting in a Major publication of ICSSR by a reputed publisher. Limited
extensions of time may be granted by the Chairman/Member-Secretary. However,
any financial enhancement in the initially sanctioned grant shall be done only by
the Council on the recommendations of the Research Committee.

4.2 The Institute/individual scholar/group of scholars will have a large autonomy
for framing the budget subject to the following broad expenditure sub-heads:



Distribution of Expenditure under the following heads:

S.No. | Expenditure Head Percentage allocation to the
total budget of the study
1 |Full time Research Staff/Part-time Not exceeding 50%
Assistance/Hiring Charges
2  |Field work cost Travel/Logistics/ Not less than 37.5%

Boarding/ Source
Materials/Software/Data Base etc.

3 |Contingency 5%
4 |Institutional Overheads 7.5%
5. Remuneration and Emoluments of Project Staff

5.1 Except for the field work staff, only an essential Secretarial core research staff
should be employed for the project.

5.2 Such staff could be engaged by the Project Director/Coordinator on a full time
or part time basis and the duration and consolidated monthly emoluments of their
employment may be decided by the project director within the limits of the
sanctioned financial allocation under this head.

5.3 A re-appropriation upto 10% of any expenditure head into another
existing/new expenditure head shall be permissible, subject to approval by the
ICSSR.

6. Procedure for award of  sponsored research  project
6.1 All the Sponsored Projects, whether on application or through solicitation,
shall beapproved by the Council after due process of evaluation by the Experts

Committee and subsequent recommendation of the Research Committee.

6.2 The ICSSR may hold interactive sessions with the prospective recipients of
sponsored studies to finalise the academic and financial details.

6.3 All research proposals received, along with those selected for research grant,



will be placed before the Research Committee/Council for final approval.

6.4 Each Sponsored Research Study will have an average allocation broadly
ranging between Rs.15 to 50 lakh, disbursed in three installments of 40%, 40%
and 20% of the grant, the last being released on completion of the study and
submission of report.

6.5 The formal sanction order will be issued on the receipt of date of
commencement of the project along with the agreement duly signed by the Project
Director/Coordinator on a non-judicial stamp paper of Rs.100/- only,
countersigned by the head of the organization administering the study.

6.6 Installments subsequent to the first will be released on the basis of the receipt
of progress reports, including statement of expenditure incurred on the project and
minutes of the
Advisory Committee of the Study, etc.

7.Monitoring and Evaluation

7.1 Each sponsored study shall have an Advisory Committee constituted by the
ICSSR in consultation with the concerned Project Director/Coordinator. This
Advisory Committee shall meet annually to monitor and sort out all the details
pertaining to administrative, financial and ethical Issues.

7.2 The Formal minutes of these Advisory Committee meetings will constitute the
Progress Report of the research study.

7.3 The Project Director is required to submit three copies (two hard copies and a
soft copy) of the Project Report to the Council on completion of the project work.

7.4 All studies funded by ICSSR under sponsored projects are expected to
acknowledge the supportive contribution of ICSSR in all forms of dissemination
of findings of the study both in print and on electronic media.

8.0bligations of the Forwarding Institution
8.1 The forwarding institution, where the proposed research project is to be

located and administered has to provide, in the prescribed format contained in the
Application Form, an undertaking to administer and manage the ICSSR grant and



provide logistical support for the study.

8.2 Such institution will be under obligation to ensure submission of the final
report and audited statement of accounts.

8.3 The affiliating institution shall make suitable arrangements for preservation of
data such as filled-in schedules, tabulation sheets, manuscripts, report etc, relating
to the project.

8.4 The Council reserves the right to demand raw data or such part of it as may be
specified to be transferred to the Council.



